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SUBJECT: AVAILABILITY OE LEGALLY CONTROLLED MEDICATION TO 
AMERICANS TRAVELING ABROAD 

REE: 77 STATE 255976; STATE 9901 1 

1 . THE PUBLIC HEALTH MINISTRY HAS PROVIDED US THE EOLLOWING 
INFORMATION IN RESPONSE TO THE QUESTIONS POSED IN REETEL A. 

2. IT IS POSSIBLE IN THE NETHERLANDS FOR AN ADDICT TO OBTAIN 
PRESCRIPTIONS FOR METHADONE FROM ANY FAMILY DOCTOR OR SPECIALIST. 
THE GOVERNMENT DISCOURAGES THIS PRACTICE AND PLANS TO OUTLAW 

IT. IN THE MEANTIME, WHILE NOT ENCOURAGING US TO PUBLICIZE 
THE POSSIBILITY, THE GOVERNMENT ACKNOWLEDGES THAT VISITING 
AMERICANS CAN USE THIS MEANS TO OBTAIN METHADONE IN AN EMER- 
GENCY. THE PRESCRIPTIONS ARE SUBJECT TO SPECIAL REGULATIONS 
GOVERNING REGISTRATION AND DELIVERY. 

3. AN ADDICT CAN ALSO SEEK METHADONE EROM A NUMBER OE ORGANI- 
ZATIONS WHICH RENDER ASSISTANCE, THE MOST IMPORTANT BEING 
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THE CONSULTATION BUREAUS EOR ALCOHOL AND DRUGS. DOCTORS 
ATTACHED TO THESE ORGANIZATIONS ARE ALLOWED TO PRESCRIBE 
METHADONE. WHETHER THEY DO SO DEPENDS ON THE VIEWS OF BOTH 
THE ORGANIZATION AND THE DOCTOR TOWARD METHADONE TREATMENT. 

THE GOVERNMENT CANNOT PROVIDE A LIST OF ORGANIZATIONS PRESCRIBING 
METHADONE BECAUSE IT DOES NOT KNOW THE POLICY OP EACH SEPARATE 
ORGANIZATION TOWARD THE DRUG. NORMALLY, ORGANIZATIONS REQUIRE 
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ADDICTS TREATED WITH METHADONE TO PARTICIPATE IN THERAPEUTIC 
PROGRAMS, BUT LANGUAGE DIFFERENCES RULE OUT SUCH PARTICIPATION 
BY MOST FOREIGNERS. HOWEVER, EVEN IN THIS RESPECT ORGANIZA- 
TIONS DIFFER. 

4. THE PREFERRED METHOD SUGGESTED BY THE GOVERNMENT IS FOR 

AN AMERICAN ADDICT TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS SOME MONTHS PRIOR TO 
COMING TO THE NETHERLANDS TO HAVE HIS HOME CLINIC CONTACT 
THE CONSULTATION BUREAU OF ALCOHOL AND DRUGS, 818 KEIZER SGRACHT, 
AMSTERDAM. THE BUREAU WIT T, GIVE TEMPORARY PRESCRIPTIONS 
FOR METHADONE TO FOREIGNERS IN EXCEPTIONAL CASES, SUCH AS 
ARTISTS ON TOUR OR PEOPLE SPENDING SOME TIME IN THE NETHERLANDS 
FOR STUDY. THE GOVERNMENT CAUTIONS THAT BECAUSE OF THE TIME- 
CONSUMING ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE AND THE OVERBURDENING 
OF THE TREATMENT CLINICS, THIS METHOD IS NOT SUITABLE FOR 
ORDINARY TOURISTS. 

5. ALTHOUGH SECTION 5 OF THE OPIUM ACT ALLOWS ADDICTS TO 
BRING CONTROLLED MEDICATIONS INTO THE COUNTRY, UNTIL AN EXECU- 
TIVE REGULATION HAS BEEN MADE IT WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE TO TRANS- 
PORT CONTROLLED DRUGS ACROSS THE BORDERS. 

6. A COPY OF THE ENGLISH TEXT OF THE OPIUM ACT WAS SENT TO 
THE DEPARTMENT UNDER COVER OF THE HAGUE A-I2. SECTION 6, 
SUBSECTION 3, ALLOWS POSSESSION "FOR PERSONAL MEDICAL USE." 
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7. FOR A SUMMARY OF DUTCH GOVERNMENT POLICIES TOWARD MEDICAL 
TREATMENT OF DRUG ADDICTS, SEE THE HAGUE 523. 
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